1$6                           LIFE IN THE GUPTA AGE

latest news about the favourite elephants from the elephant-doctors.1
For careless offences riders were deprived of the charge of their
elephants. The information about elephants newly captured or those In
rut was reported by the riders. Drums were mounted on the elephants.
Troops of Superintendents of Decoys uplifted their hands enumerating
the serviceable females. Rows of foresters with tossing badges of twigs
strove, by upraising tall goads, to announce the number of the newly
captured elephants which they had secured. Crowds of mahouts displayed
leathern figures for practising manoeuvres. Emissaries from the
rangers of elephant-forests (NayavanavWripala), sent to convey tidings
of the movements of fresh herds and momentarily expecting supplies
of fodder, informed the commissariat stores at villages, towns and
marts.2 These elephants were adorned with shells in their ears while
red chalk unguents were used to paint their heads/* As soon as the
army was about to set forth, the Commander of the Elephant Corps
(Gf-ajasadhanadhikria) was ordered by the king to call in the elephant
herds out at pasture.4

Then an hour was fixed by the court astrologers for commen-
cing the march (da^daydtrd lagna). An emperor like Haraa then bathed
in golden and silver vessels, with deep devotion offered worship to
the adorable Nllalohita (Rudra-Siva), fed the up-flaming fire, bestowed
on Brahmanas sesamum vessels of precious stones, silver and gold in
thousands, myriads of cows having horn-tips adorned with creepers of
gold-work, sat on a throne with a coverlet of tiger-skin and duly
anointed first his bow and then his body down to the feet, with
sandal. Then he put on two seemly robes of bark silk embroidered with
the flamingo-design, formed about his head a chaplet of white flowers as
a sign of supremacy, drew to his ear a fresh ^orooma-spotted dZrvS
spray and wound upon his fore-arm, together with the seal-bracelet,
an amulet to ensure a successful campaign. The highly honoured
and delighted Purohita then sprinkled on his head, with a spray,
lustral water. Then he sent away valuable equipages, divided the
spoils among the king's adherents, released the state prisoners, and
bestowed suitable gifts of favour on distressed pilgrims and nobles*
Finally amidst a clamorous cry of 'victory' from the delighted
people, he issued forth from Ms palace.
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